
Table B-127.  Full-time graduate students in science, engineering, and health fields in land-grant
institutions, by detailed field: 1990-97
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Field 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997

..................................Total, all surveyed fields 113,085 117,118 121,440 122,834 122,183 120,225 117,752 114,445

............Total, science and engineering fields 104,879 108,661 112,595 113,659 112,604 110,169 107,505 104,260

.............................................Sciences, total 75,738 77,693 80,409 81,477 81,411 80,625 78,830 76,140

..............................Physical sciences, total 12,381 12,505 12,816 12,781 12,351 11,972 11,620 11,080
................................................Astronomy 350 354 370 375 392 355 348 317

.................................................Chemistry 6,866 6,826 7,038 7,138 7,063 6,903 6,814 6,508
.....................................................Physics 5,141 5,294 5,372 5,222 4,843 4,666 4,417 4,213

..........................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 24 31 36 46 53 48 41 42

...............Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 4,354 4,380 4,770 4,892 4,944 4,991 4,702 4,592
..............................Atmospheric sciences 542 568 639 660 652 653 624 624

............................................Geosciences 2,312 2,276 2,411 2,414 2,406 2,370 2,284 2,306
.........................................Oceanography 1,065 1,064 1,169 1,193 1,255 1,136 1,021 991

...........Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 435 472 551 625 631 832 773 671

...............................Mathematical sciences 6,144 6,237 6,270 6,074 5,891 5,638 5,527 5,105

....................................Computer sciences 5,068 5,110 5,202 5,182 5,095 5,080 5,057 5,139

..................................Agricultural sciences 7,704 7,806 8,037 7,979 8,002 8,079 7,836 7,544

............................Biological sciences, total 17,680 18,253 18,611 19,248 19,777 19,562 19,055 18,494
...................................................Anatomy 290 287 280 290 296 276 287 255

............................................Biochemistry 2,113 2,162 2,138 2,117 2,216 2,203 2,145 2,074
.....................................................Biology 2,355 2,505 2,577 2,630 2,643 2,477 2,373 2,513

.............................Biometry/epidemiology 185 314 392 524 533 483 456 341
................................................Biophysics 193 235 244 247 248 274 274 273

......................................................Botany 1,938 1,879 1,908 1,966 1,947 1,755 1,763 1,681
..............................................Cell biology 951 1,043 1,121 1,244 1,315 1,371 1,286 1,281

....................................................Ecology 581 586 632 675 769 844 842 789
..........................Entomology/parasitology 932 957 963 978 1,010 990 973 942

...................................................Genetics 624 626 620 617 596 600 619 624
...........Microbio., immunology, & virology 1,971 1,928 1,975 1,965 2,002 1,993 1,913 1,821

....................................................Nutrition 2,049 2,068 1,971 2,067 2,183 2,294 2,270 2,090
.................................................Pathology 446 471 491 506 512 441 451 446

..........................................Pharmacology 856 884 946 1,020 1,059 1,058 1,015 982
................................................Physiology 764 782 816 820 771 736 666 638

....................................................Zoology 1,106 1,161 1,153 1,118 1,105 1,119 1,051 999
...................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 326 365 384 464 572 648 671 745

................................................Psychology 6,086 6,468 6,587 6,701 6,584 6,593 6,499 6,215

.................................Social sciences, total 16,321 16,934 18,116 18,620 18,767 18,710 18,534 17,971
.............................Agricultural economics 1,845 1,876 1,945 1,793 1,748 1,789 1,656 1,592

...............Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,427 1,530 1,596 1,731 1,805 1,784 1,768 1,697
...............Economics (except agricultural) 3,243 3,521 3,604 3,638 3,584 3,444 3,403 3,181

...............................................Geography 1,013 1,074 1,200 1,232 1,250 1,194 1,234 1,256
................................................Linguistics 850 863 806 822 844 839 841 809

.......................................Political science 3,529 3,657 4,057 4,141 3,945 4,026 4,050 3,840
.................................................Sociology 2,143 2,193 2,313 2,340 2,354 2,371 2,345 2,330

............................Sociology/anthropology 283 208 235 280 282 268 241 264
..............................Social sciences, other 1,988 2,012 2,360 2,643 2,955 2,995 2,996 3,002

.........................................Engineering, total 29,141 30,968 32,186 32,182 31,193 29,544 28,675 28,120
..............................Aerospace engineering 1,165 1,321 1,313 1,288 1,161 1,070 1,010 1,022
.............................Agricultural engineering 756 777 791 781 816 804 755 719
.............................Biomedical engineering 445 491 568 583 583 595 606 620

................................Chemical engineering 2,656 2,738 2,749 2,838 2,800 2,753 2,712 2,600
........................................Civil engineering 5,160 5,558 5,982 6,086 6,149 5,962 5,821 5,624

................................Electrical engineering 7,565 8,068 8,316 8,175 7,763 7,255 7,074 7,382
..................................Engineering science 419 540 539 502 478 434 423 412

....................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 1,686 1,903 2,123 2,108 2,002 1,893 1,701 1,617
.............................Mechanical engineering 5,186 5,373 5,759 5,808 5,516 5,089 4,888 4,709

.......................Metallurgical/materials eng. 1,979 2,052 2,175 2,116 2,129 1,983 1,899 1,887
...................................Nuclear engineering 823 830 877 882 816 721 623 587

.....................................Engineering, other 1,301 1,317 994 1,015 980 985 1,163 941

.........................................Total, health fields 8,206 8,457 8,845 9,175 9,579 10,056 10,247 10,185
................................................Clinical fields 378 354 386 391 416 424 339 353

...........................................Dental sciences 185 206 221 209 215 225 234 204
........................................................Nursing 1,934 1,995 1,949 2,027 2,287 2,237 2,300 2,368

.............................Pharmaceutical sciences 912 934 932 944 991 952 971 941
.......Preventive medicine/community health 1,756 1,671 1,761 1,816 1,822 1,902 1,865 1,419

........................Speech pathology/audiology 1,388 1,510 1,614 1,693 1,712 1,727 1,727 1,840
.....................................Veterinary sciences 680 680 714 648 630 678 684 939

........................................Other health fields 973 1,107 1,268 1,447 1,506 1,911 2,127 2,121

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/SRS, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering


